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MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT — ALLEGATIONS AGAINST MEMBER FOR RIVERTON 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe) [4.27 pm]: — without notice: I move — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the following motion to be moved 
forthwith — 

That this house requires the Minister for Transport to table evidence of an allegation of bullying 
and intimidation by the member for Riverton toward the Mayor of Nedlands, given that he did 
not speak to the mayor at the event in question; and, if she cannot, the house will require her to 
immediately apologise for defaming the member for Riverton and misleading the Parliament of 
Western Australia. 

I understand that the acting Leader of the House has agreed to this and has agreed on times for the motion. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Amendment to Motion 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [4.27 pm]: Although I do not believe that there is any 
substance to the motion, we are prepared to hear what the opposition has to say. I move — 

To insert after “forthwith” — 

, subject to the debate being limited to 10 minutes for government members and 10 minutes for 
non-government members 

Amendment put and passed. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion, as Amended 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr T.J. Healy): As this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will 
need an absolute majority in order to succeed. If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be required to divide the Assembly. 

Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 

DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe) [4.28 pm]: I move the motion. This is an extremely serious matter. The motion is 
that this house requires the Minister for Transport to table evidence of an allegation of bullying and intimidation 
by the member for Riverton towards the Mayor of Nedlands given that he had not spoken to the mayor at the event 
in question. If she cannot, the house will require her to immediately apologise for defaming the member for Riverton 
and misleading the Parliament of Western Australia. 

Members would know that today, the Labor Party asked the Minister for Planning—its own member—a question 
about some planning and infill matters. In her answer to that question, the minister said that at a public council 
meeting in the City of Nedlands, the member for Riverton bullied, intimidated and threatened — 

Point of Order 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: It would appear that the member is quoting from uncorrected Hansard. 

Dr D.J. Honey: No. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr T.J. Healy): Member, are you quoting from uncorrected Hansard? 

Dr D.J. Honey: No. It is my notes on the motion. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: If you are not quoting from uncorrected Hansard, you may continue. 

Debate Resumed 

Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much, Mr Acting Speaker. I am certainly not quoting from uncorrected Hansard, 
as I said. 

This is an egregious allegation against the member for Riverton. I have had the great pleasure of knowing the member 
for Riverton for a number of years. I know the member for Riverton is a fine and upstanding person and certainly 
does not engage in that behaviour. I also know that the Minister for Planning takes this matter seriously in other 
contexts. I refer to an article in today’s Community News in which the minister is reported as saying that she has 
been subject to bullying and intimidation from people who are upset about planning decisions, and it has made her 
an easy target for angry residents who have personally attacked her with disgusting language. The minister does 
not believe it is appropriate for people to do that. She does not believe it is appropriate for people to mislead this 
house—I hope she believes it is not appropriate for people to mislead this house. 
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The reason I have moved this motion is, first, that I find the minister’s claims utterly outrageous; and, second, that 
I know that her allegations are completely untrue. I know that because I was at that meeting, along with a large 
number of ratepayers. In fact, so many ratepayers attended that meeting—because they are upset with the minister’s 
decision on infill in the City of Nedlands—that the meeting could not accommodate more people; in fact, it was 
at capacity. The member for Riverton, being cognisant of that fact, stood at the very back of that meeting. He did 
not say one thing in that meeting as either an aside or a contribution, and he did not make one comment whatsoever 
to the mayor or any other member of that council. This was a special council meeting. I know there are a number 
of former councillors in this place. The only speakers at that special council meeting were the councillors and 
registered speakers. People who wanted to speak at that public meeting had to register before they attended. I can 
say that at all times, that meeting was courteous and respectful. At no time whatsoever did the member for Riverton 
make a single contribution to that meeting. In fact, he stood respectfully and quietly at the back of that meeting 
and listened and was very interested in the comments that people made at that meeting. That was his purpose for 
being there. He was there because I was aware of the meeting and I said that, as our shadow Minister for Planning, 
he should be at that meeting and would he please attend, and at short notice he attended that meeting. 

I will go further than that. The member for Riverton has never met the Mayor of the City of Nedlands—ever. He 
has never had a meeting with the mayor. He has never had a discussion with the mayor. So for the minister to 
come into this place and say that at that meeting he bullied, intimidated and threatened the Mayor of Nedlands is 
utterly and totally false. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr D.J. HONEY: The Minister for Planning is one of the more experienced members of this house. The minister 
was very specific. The minister said that at that meeting, the member for Riverton bullied, intimidated and threatened 
the Mayor of Nedlands. That is an outrageous lie. There were many, many witnesses. I am prepared to accept that 
maybe the minister was misled by someone else. Maybe someone else has fed the minister a story that was wrong. 
I hope that the minister would not come into this place and deliberately say something that is completely and utterly 
untrue, and something that would harm the reputation of a person who is a respected member of this Parliament. 
This is not an idle thing. These are serious allegations about a member of this place and a member of this Parliament. 
They are completely false and would harm the reputation of the member for Riverton. The minister must apologise. 
She must withdraw and retract what she said. I call on the minister to apologise to the member for Riverton for the 
comments that she made during question time today. 

MRS L.M. HARVEY (Scarborough — Leader of the Opposition) [4.34 pm]: I, too, rise to contribute to this 
motion. We are calling on the Minister for Planning to withdraw her comments and to apologise to the member 
for Riverton for making those comments in the first place. Before we come into this place, we must be sure that 
the things we say in this place are truthful. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr T.J. Healy): Thank you, members! 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: We need to do our research prior to coming into this place. If the minister had actually 
looked at the City of Nedlands’ website and checked the minutes of that meeting, she would have seen that the people 
who spoke at that meeting did so by invitation only. Minutes were kept of that meeting. Whatever words were 
spoken by the people who attended that meeting were recorded in the minutes, which are publicly available. If the 
minister had taken that step to check the record before she came in here and made those accusations against the 
member for Riverton, she would have seen that there is nothing to substantiate them. 

The “Code of Conduct for Members of the Legislative Assembly” states in paragraph (10), “Misleading the 
Parliament or the Public” — 

Members must not knowingly mislead the Parliament or the public in statements they make and are 
obliged to correct the Parliamentary record as soon as possible when incorrect statements are made 
unintentionally. 

Paragraph (12), “Parliamentary Behaviour and Tolerance”, states in part — 

(b) Members must apply high standards of behaviour and consciously avoid personal abuse and 
denigration of Parliamentary colleagues. 

What we do in this place matters. We set a standard. The standard that we accept in this place from every member 
who speaks — 

Several members interjected. 
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 

A member interjected. 

Point of Order 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: The member for Wanneroo is interjecting from somebody else’s seat. She needs to 
interject from her own seat. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr T.J. Healy): I did not hear that. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I did not hear the member for Wanneroo, but, if you do seek to interject, you know 
where you need to be. Members, please allow the Leader of the Opposition to finish her comments. 

Debate Resumed 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: I turn to chapter 7, “Elected Officials”, of the third report of the Commission on 
Government Western Australia of April 1996, and specifically point 7.1, “Members of Parliament”. Point 7.1.1.1, 
“Standard of Behaviour Expected”, states — 

One of the most difficult issues that we have examined in this Specified Matter is the standard of 
behaviour that the public is entitled to expect of politicians. Should we expect our Members of Parliament 
to observe higher ethical standards than the community at large? 

It goes on to say — 

Another issue of significance is whether the standard of behaviour expected of parliamentarians 
should be the same for all categories of office holders. For example, should different standards apply 
to ministers, presiding officers and to backbenchers? Some have argued that because of the different 
duties and functions performed by these office holders, it is necessary for different standards to apply. 
There may be some cogency in this argument. Ministers have significant discretionary power and 
make decisions which can greatly affect individuals and the community. Consequently, it may be 
necessary to set higher standards of conduct for them than for other categories of elected office 
holders who do not have such power and responsibility. On the other hand, it is frequently asserted 
that there are core ethical standards which should apply to all categories of officials, whether elected 
or appointed. 

The reason the opposition raises this matter is that the Minister for Planning now has an opportunity to stand in 
this place and unreservedly apologise to the member for Riverton for misrepresenting his behaviour at that 
meeting. We have witnesses in the member for Cottesloe, who invited the member for Riverton to attend that 
meeting and who has said that the member for Riverton did not speak at that meeting, he did not confront the 
mayor, and he was never face-to-face with the mayor. The member for Riverton has assured me that he has 
never met the mayor, he has never had a direct conversation with the mayor, and he has not had a face-to-face 
meeting with the mayor. 

It does not matter whether the minister has been misinformed or has made an accidental error; it is irrelevant. The 
minister stood in this place and made outrageous and incorrect allegations about the behaviour of the member for 
Riverton. Regardless of whether she was misinformed, the minutes of that meeting will confirm that the member 
for Riverton did not speak at that meeting. The minister needs to stand up and apologise to the member for 
Riverton. That is all we are asking for and all we require to maintain in this place the standards of the Westminster 
tradition that have held up our democracy for hundreds of years. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [4.40 pm]: The glass jaws of opposition members 
are so clear to see. Day in and day out they come in here and say anything about us. Then when we call them to 
account for their behaviour in the community, they come in here with a ridiculous suspension of standing orders. 
I have been here for many years. I have constantly known what people have said about me. When it comes to 
making claims in this place, today the Leader of the Opposition made probably half a dozen claims that she cannot 
prove. Today, during the debate about the economy, the Leader of the Opposition said that this government has 
not started or finished one project. She was at the opening of Bob Hawke College two weeks ago, so she should 
stand up and apologise! 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: That is not what I said. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: That is not what she said! 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: The minister has the call. 
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Mrs L.M. Harvey: Check the Hansard. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: She comes in here and suspends standing orders based on some clumsy notes written by the 
member for Cottesloe, and then I call her to account for making a completely misleading statement today and she 
says, “Check the Hansard.” The Leader of the Opposition cannot do that—she has more front than Myer! Today 
she let the member for Carine say something that was so in the gutter about what happened in Rockingham and 
tried to connect the Premier. It was a disgrace. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: If we were to play this ridiculous game that she is playing, we would ask for a personal 
explanation every day. Government members would be constantly asking for personal explanations to try to 
correct the things that opposition members say in this place. I have constantly heard awful things said about me 
and members on this side. I do not ask for a personal explanation. The member for Riverton—butter would not 
melt in his mouth. Look at him—an angel! That man cannot look a person straight in the eye because he does 
not respect them enough. During a debate in this place about the Italian language program, that person came 
into this place and had something to say. Some members on this side were not around at the time, but I had 
stood in this place to defend the Italian language program, because I am of Italian descent and very proud of 
that—once again I will state that in this place. While I was defending cuts to the Italian language program, the 
member for Riverton said — 

… people have to step outside their own tribe. I ask the member for West Swan to do that. 

He also said, “What convent of nuns taught you?” I could have asked for a personal explanation but I did not. This 
merry bunch of opposition members, frozen in the 1960s and pulled out to be their leading spokespersons on 
planning, are saying that it is this government that is responsible for every planning decision over the past hundred 
years. Stoneville had a change in zoning under the previous government and somehow that is our fault. Decisions 
made over decades are somehow our fault. Members opposite have no idea what is happening out there and then 
they say whatever they want to say. I will read an article from the Subiaco Post newspaper. Members know that 
the Post does not do me any favours, but I will quote from it today. It states — 

Shadow planning minister Mike Nahan has started a war of words with Nedlands mayor Cilla de Lacy, 
accusing her of doing the bidding of Planning Minister Rita Saffioti. 

The article states that when asked, Mike Nahan said — 

“The minister wants more intense subdivisions in the western suburbs than the previous government or 
the community wants,” … 

He then said a Liberal state government would recognise that Stirling Highway could not have substantial 
development and that basically the Mayor of Nedlands was doing my bidding. 

Dr D.J. Honey: How is that threatening, intimidating or bullying? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for Cottesloe should not start interjecting. The member for Riverton has gone 
around making these false claims, and when we call him to account—like I said, butter would not melt in his 
mouth. All of us have been the subject of claims made by the member for Riverton. We know that some people 
out there are not very happy with the conduct of a few of the Leader of the Opposition’s members. She stood up 
in this place today and completely defended the conduct of her members. The Leader of the Opposition has a duty 
to inform this Parliament of exactly what is happening out there and what complaints, if any, she has had about 
the behaviour of some of her members. She has a duty to do that. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, members! Please allow the minister to be heard in silence, thank you. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for Darling Range interjected. We know that she has a good record on this sort 
of stuff. When it comes to a bit of bullying in the corridors, we know that the member for Darling Range has 
a good record. 

Point of Order 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The Minister for Planning has made an imputation about the conduct of the member for 
Darling Range. 

Several members interjected. 
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The ACTING SPEAKER: I understand the point of order. 

Mr J.N. Carey interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Perth! The motion, despite having two typos, discusses bullying. It reads 
“allegation of bullying and intimidation”. I ask that the minister talk to the Chair and keep to the motion. 

Debate Resumed 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Opposition members will go out and say anything about anyone. They attack anyone who 
wants to work with the state government. I do not know the Mayor of Nedlands very well. She wanted a meeting 
and I gave her one. She said, “I really want to work with you to try and sort this out.” I said, “Yes, let’s try and do 
that.” Because she had the audacity to approach a Labor minister, members opposite have tried to undermine her; 
that much is clear. She had the audacity to not be like the former mayor, who just wanted to kick me constantly, 
together with Bill Hassell, and make some incredible comments about me. She wanted to work with me, but 
somehow that is a bad thing. An elected mayor who wants to work with the state government to get better outcomes 
for Nedlands is a bad thing. I do not agree with that. 

We will be moving an amendment to the motion. The Leader of the Opposition has an obligation to come into this 
place and explain what complaints she has had about the conduct of two of her members. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Standing Orders Suspension — Amendment to Motion 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I move — 

to delete all words after “requires” and substitute — 

the Leader of the Opposition to provide a statement to the house as to whether the Leader of the 
Opposition’s office or the member for Nedlands has received any complaints from any local 
government representatives concerning the conduct of either the member for Cottesloe or the 
member for Riverton or their staff 

Division 

Amendment (deletion of words) put and a division called for. 

Bells rung and the house divided. 

Point of Order 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: Point of order! I have been thrown out of this place for my attire. The member for Belmont 
should be thrown out of this place for her attire. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr T.J. Healy): This is not the federal Parliament; you do not have to put that on top 
of your head. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: I cannot stand. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I know. I will seek some brief advice from the Clerk. 

Members, I am advised. I will not exclude the member, but I will call the member to order for not being in 
appropriate attire. We will continue, thank you. I call the member for Belmont for not being in appropriate attire. 

Division Resumed 
The Acting Speaker (Mr T.J. Healy) casting his vote with the ayes, the division resulted as follows — 

Ayes (29) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr T.J. Healy Mr S.J. Price Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr M. Hughes Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr W.J. Johnston Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr R.R. Whitby 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr F.M. Logan Ms C.M. Rowe Ms S.E. Winton 
Ms J. Farrer Mr M. McGowan Ms R. Saffioti Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Mr M.J. Folkard Ms S.F. McGurk Ms A. Sanderson  
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr K.J.J. Michel Ms J.J. Shaw  
Ms E.L. Hamilton Mrs L.M. O’Malley Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski  
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Noes (17) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Mr P.A. Katsambanis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr V.A. Catania Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Ms L. Mettam Mrs A.K. Hayden (Teller) 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr A. Krsticevic Dr M.D. Nahan  
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr D.C. Nalder  
Dr D.J. Honey Mr R.S. Love Mr K.M. O’Donnell  

            
Pairs 

Mr B.S. Wyatt Mr P.J. Rundle 
Mr M.P. Murray Mr J.E. McGrath 

Amendment thus passed. 
Division 

Amendment (insertion of words) put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Mr T.J. Healy) casting his vote 
with the ayes, with the following result — 

Ayes (29) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr T.J. Healy Mr S.J. Price Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr M. Hughes Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr W.J. Johnston Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr R.R. Whitby 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr F.M. Logan Ms C.M. Rowe Ms S.E. Winton 
Ms J. Farrer Mr M. McGowan Ms R. Saffioti Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Mr M.J. Folkard Ms S.F. McGurk Ms A. Sanderson  
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr K.J.J. Michel Ms J.J. Shaw  
Ms E.L. Hamilton Mrs L.M. O’Malley Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski  

 

Noes (17) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Mr P.A. Katsambanis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr V.A. Catania Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Ms L. Mettam Mrs A.K. Hayden (Teller) 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr A. Krsticevic Dr M.D. Nahan  
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr D.C. Nalder  
Dr D.J. Honey Mr R.S. Love Mr K.M. O’Donnell  

            
Pairs 

Mr B.S. Wyatt Mr J.E. McGrath 
Mr M.P. Murray Mr P.J. Rundle 

Amendment thus passed. 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion, as Amended 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore) [4.56 pm]: I would like to speak against the motion. There are two minutes left to speak 
against the motion. There are two minutes on the clock to speak against the motion. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: No, that time has expired. 
Mr R.S. Love: There are two minutes. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: There were 10 minutes for opposition and 10 minutes for government; the time remains 
for the government. 

Mr R.S. LOVE: I seek your clarity, but my understanding is that there is so much time to speak for the motion 
and so much time to speak against the motion. I wish to speak against the motion. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, the question is the motion, as amended, be agreed to. 

Point of Order 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Just to clarify the circumstance, the house has decided to move a division based on an 
amended motion; is that the case? There is an amended motion before the house — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr T.J. Healy): Members, please allow the member to finish so that I can make a ruling. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Of which I believe members are entitled to speak for and against. Is that correct? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Is that a question or a clarification? 
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Mrs M.H. Roberts: You were out of time. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! Just relax for a moment. There is time if there is time to speak on the clock. 
There is no more time to speak on the clock. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I appreciate that advice. Further, just to clarify, this is an amended motion, of which there 
is no time to speak to. We have spoken to the original motion that has been amended by government members, 
and that cannot be spoken to by members for or against. Is that correct? There is no more time left. 

Ms R. Saffioti: I have two. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: For non-government members. 

Debate Resumed 

The ACTING SPEAKER: The question is that the motion, as amended, be agreed to. The ayes have it. 

Members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: No further question, thank you. 

Point of Order 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I believe you may have misheard; the member for Cottesloe called for a division. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Cottesloe, I did not hear anything. Did I mishear if you said “divide”? 

Dr D.J. Honey: Yes.  

Division 

Question put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Mr T.J. Healy) casting his vote with the ayes, with the 
following result — 

Ayes (29) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr T.J. Healy Mr S.J. Price Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr M. Hughes Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr W.J. Johnston Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr R.R. Whitby 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr F.M. Logan Ms C.M. Rowe Ms S.E. Winton 
Ms J. Farrer Mr M. McGowan Ms R. Saffioti Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Mr M.J. Folkard Ms S.F. McGurk Ms A. Sanderson  
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr K.J.J. Michel Ms J.J. Shaw  
Ms E.L. Hamilton Mrs L.M. O’Malley Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski  

 

Noes (17) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Mr P.A. Katsambanis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr V.A. Catania Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Ms L. Mettam Mrs A.K. Hayden (Teller) 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr A. Krsticevic Dr M.D. Nahan  
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr D.C. Nalder  
Dr D.J. Honey Mr R.S. Love Mr K.M. O’Donnell  

            
Pairs 

Mr M.P. Murray Mr J.E. McGrath 
Mr B.S. Wyatt Mr P.J. Rundle 

Question (motion, as amended) thus passed. 
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